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This chapter explains how to get your B.C. driver’s licence. It 
also explains the penalties given to drivers who break the driving 
rules and regulations. Read this chapter to learn about the 
responsibilities involved in getting and keeping your licence.

Learning to Drive
To learn to drive, you’ll need someone to teach you and supervise 
your driving practice.

This is why one of the restrictions on a learner’s licence, 
as detailed later in this chapter, is the requirement to be 
accompanied by a qualified supervisor.

Choosing your supervisor
You need to choose a supervisor who will be serious about 
helping you become a skilled, safe driver.

Here are some things to consider when choosing your supervisor:

•	 Time — Is this person ready to commit the time needed to 
practise?

•	 Driving ability — Is this person a skilled, and experienced 
driver?  Your supervisor must have a valid Class 5 licence 
and meet supervisor age requirements shown later in this 
chapter.

•	 Safety — Will this person provide a good example of safe 
driving?  Can he or she be relied on not to drive while 
impaired by alcohol or drugs, speed or take other risks on 
the road?

•	 Communication skills — Is this person able to get 
information and ideas across clearly?

•	 Patience — Does he or she have the patience required to 
guide you effectively?

Professional training
Professional training can help you learn faster and avoid 
developing bad driving habits.

Information to help you choose a driving school is found later in 
this chapter.
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GLP allows you to take on more 
driving responsibilities as you gain 
experience.

9 – 1

The Graduated Licensing Program
B.C.’s Graduated Licensing Program (GLP) is designed to reduce 
the number of crashes among new drivers of any age. Under GLP, 
new drivers gain experience gradually, under conditions that 
expose them to less risk. To get your full-privilege Class 5 licence, 
you will go through several steps.
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Getting Your Learner’s Licence (Class 7L)
The first licence new drivers receive is a learner’s licence. This 
licence is valid for two years. It may be renewed if it expires (you 
will need to re-take the knowledge test to renew it). You must be 
at least 16 years old to apply for your learner’s licence.

In addition, you must pass:

•	 a knowledge test
•	 vision and medical screening

To take these tests, go to your nearest driver licensing office. If 
you are successful, you will be issued a Class 7L licence and be 
given an L (Learner) sign and a copy of Tuning Up for Drivers. 
This manual will help you learn to drive.

What to bring to the driver licensing office
When going to the driver licensing office to get your learner’s 
licence, you must bring:

•	 primary and secondary identification (See the Identification 
(ID) section on the inside back cover.)

•	 a custodial parent or legal guardian if you are under 19 (You 
may be able to apply to bypass this requirement if you are not 
living with a parent or legal guardian.)

•	 the fees for the knowledge test and Class 7L licence

•	 glasses or contact lenses if you require them to drive

The knowledge test
The knowledge test is used to assess how well you understand 
the material in this guide. It is a multiple choice test. In most 
offices, you will take the test on a computer. The test is available 
in English, French, Arabic, Cantonese, Croatian, Farsi, Mandarin, 
Punjabi, Russian, Spanish and Vietnamese. It takes about 30 
minutes to complete, but you can take longer if necessary. If you 
have a disability that will make it difficult for you to take the test, 
phone the licensing office ahead and let them know. You can 
take a practice knowledge test at www.icbc.com.

Vision and medical screening
Your vision will be checked to make sure you can see adequately 
to drive. Colour vision, depth perception, field of vision, diplopia 
(double vision) and sharpness of vision will be tested. You may 
be required to have further vision testing by an optometrist or 
ophthalmologist if you do not pass the vision screening. If you 
need to wear glasses or contact lenses when you drive, this 
restriction will be shown on your licence.

RoadSense Tip

To find your nearest driver 
licensing office, refer to Driver 
Services in the Government of 
British Columbia blue pages in 
the phone book or the Driver 
Licensing page on the ICBC 
website www.icbc.com.
Remember that there are fees 
to take each knowledge test 
and road test as well as fees 
to get your photo learner’s 
licence and driver’s licence.
You can pay by cash, certified 
cheque or money order. Most 
driver licensing offices also 
accept VISA, MasterCard and 
debit cards. Current fees are 
shown on the ICBC website 
www.icbc.com.
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RoadSense Tip

Free replacement L signs are 
available at any ICBC Driver 
Licensing Office. As well, you 
may download a temporary L 
sign from www.icbc.com.

You will also be asked about your medical condition. If there is 
any question about your physical ability to drive, or if you have 
a progressive medical condition, you may be required to go to a 
doctor for a medical examination. Your doctor’s report will be sent 
to the Office of the Superintendent of Motor Vehicles. The final 
decision whether to issue you a driver’s licence will be made there.

Learner stage driving restrictions
While you are driving with a learner’s licence, you must follow 
these restrictions:

•	 Qualified Supervisor — A qualified supervisor must sit beside 
you when you are driving. Your supervisor must be 25 or 
older and hold a valid Class 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 licence.

•	 Zero Blood Alcohol Content — You must not drive after 
consuming any amount of alcohol.

•	 New Driver Sign — You must display the official L (Learner) 
sign in your back windshield or on the rear of your vehicle 
when you are driving.  It must be visible to drivers behind 
you. You will receive this sign when you get your learner’s 
licence.

•	 Passenger Limit — Only two passengers may be in the vehicle 
with you: your supervisor and one additional passenger.

•	 Restricted Driving Hours — You may drive only between  
5 a.m. and midnight.

Getting Your Novice Licence (Class 7)
To get your novice licence, you must pass the Class 7 road test. 
By the time you take this test, you will have had your learner’s 
licence for at least one year. (This time can be reduced by three 
months if you successfully complete an ICBC-approved driver 
training course.) You will have spent many hours practising with 
a supervisor. You will be given a Driver Experience Log when you 
get your learner’s licence. Use it to register your practice hours. 
You should get at least 60 hours of practice. The Class 7 road test 
assesses whether you are competent to drive on your own.
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The Class 7 road test
The Class 7 road test is conducted by a driver examiner who 
marks your ability to drive in a safe, smooth and controlled 
manner. The road test takes about 45 minutes. You must provide 
a safe vehicle to use to take your road test. You can prepare for 
this test by reviewing this guide and using the Tuning Up for 
Drivers manual to help you practise.

Before you start — The examiner checks that you know where 
the controls are, use your seat belt, and adjust the seat, mirrors 
and headrests for maximum safety.

Using your skills — The Class 7 road test is used to assess 
your ability to perform the See-Think-Do skills: observation, 
hazard perception, speed control, space margins, steering and 
communication. For more information about these skills, see 
Chapter 5, See-Think-Do.

Doing the maneuvers — Your Class 7 road test may include:

•	 intersection maneuvers (driving through, turning right, 
turning left)

•	 backing up

•	 entering traffic

•	 pulling over and stopping on the side of the road

•	 changing lanes

•	 parking on a hill 

•	 starting on a hill

•	 angle parking

•	 parallel parking

•	 stall parking (driving forward and backing up)

•	 two- and three-point turns

•	 merging on and off a highway

•	 general driving (e.g., driving straight, driving on hills 
and curves)

Getting feedback — At the end of the test, the examiner will 
discuss your results with you. Make sure you ask questions if you 
don’t understand something. Whether you have passed or failed, 
you can learn how to improve your driving. You may take the test 
again in 14 days if you don’t pass.

RoadSense Tip

Visit www.icbc.com to view 
RoadSense Tips online — 
video tips by driver examiners 
will show you how to drive 
safely, and help you prepare 
for your road test.
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Novice stage driving restrictions
When you are driving with a novice licence, you may drive 
unsupervised under the following restrictions:

•	 Zero Blood Alcohol Content — You must not drive after 
consuming any amount of alcohol. 

•	 New Driver Sign — You must display the official N 
(Novice) sign in your back windshield or on the rear of 
your vehicle when driving. It must be visible to drivers 
behind you. You will receive this sign when you get your 
Class 7 licence.

•	 Passenger Limit — Only one passenger may be in the 
vehicle with you unless a) the passengers are your 
immediate family, or b) if you are accompanied by a 
supervisor sitting beside you who is age 25 or older 
holding a valid Class 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 licence, or  
c) if you are taking driver training and are supervised by a 
licensed Driver Training Instructor.

Graduated Licensing Program (GLP) penalties
As a new driver, your record is closely monitored by the 
Superintendent of Motor Vehicles and is subject to review any 
time you receive an offence. If your driving record is reviewed, 
you may face action in the form of a warning letter, probation, 
or prohibition from driving. In addition to the regular driving 
penalties, there are extra penalties for GLP drivers.

•	 You may be fined and have penalty points recorded on 
your driving record if you break any one of the learner or 
novice stage driving restrictions.

•	 You may also be fined and have penalty points recorded 
on your driving record for speeding or other traffic 
violations.

•	 More points or more serious offences may result in a 
prohibition from driving. The prohibition may be from 
one month to a year or more.

•	 If you violate the blood alcohol restriction, or operate 
a vehicle while under the influence of drugs, you may 
receive an immediate 12-hour roadside suspension or 24-
hour roadside prohibition. Police may also impound your 
vehicle. Suspensions and Prohibitions will be recorded 
on your driving record and you may face a further 
prohibition as a result.

Definition
“Immediate Family” means 
your parents, children, spouse, 
brothers, sisters, and grandparents 
including step and foster 
relationships

RoadSense Tip

Free replacement N signs are 
available at any ICBC Driver 
Licensing Office. As well, you 
may download a temporary N 
sign from www.icbc.com.
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•	 If you receive a driving prohibition in your learner stage, 
it will extend the learner stage, as you will not accumulate 
any more time toward graduating to the novice stage until 
you have served your prohibition and have your licence 
reinstated.

•	 If you receive a driving prohibition in your novice stage, 
any time you have accumulated toward graduating out of 
GLP will be lost. When your licence has been reinstated 
following the prohibition, you will have to accumulate an 
additional 24 consecutive prohibition-free months to be 
eligible to graduate from GLP.

Getting Your Class 5 Licence
After you have held your novice licence for at least 24 consecutive 
months without a driving prohibition, you may take the Class 
5 road test. Passing this test means you exit the Graduated 
Licensing Program and get your full-privilege driver’s licence. 

The Class 5 road test
The Class 5 road test requires a higher level of driving skill than 
the Class 7 road test. It gives you the chance to show that you 
are now a safe, experienced driver with excellent vehicle control 
skills. The road test takes about one hour. You must provide a safe 
vehicle to use to take your road test.

Using your skills — The Class 5 test includes the same skills as 
the Class 7 test: observation, hazard perception, speed control, 
space margins, steering and communication. At some points 
during the test, you will be asked to identify the hazards you see 
while you are driving. You will need to look ahead and use your 
mirrors to identify all the hazards beside, behind and in front 
of you.

Driver examiners will mark you on 
the See-Think-Do skills you read 
about in this guide.

Observation Speed control Communication

Hazard perception Space marginSteering

RoadSense Tip

By using your RoadSense and 
following the GLP licence 
restrictions, you will avoid 
stiff GLP penalties.

RoadSense Tip

Visit www.icbc.com to view 
RoadSense Tips online — 
video tips by driver examiners 
will show you how to drive 
safely, and help you prepare 
for your road test.
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