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RoadS;nse Tip

Treat an unmarked T-intersection
the same way as any other
uncontrolled intersection.

RoadSense Tip

If a traffic control person
is directing traffic, you
must follow that person’s
directions.

Rules of the Road

Chapter 3, Signs, Signals and Road Markings, gave you some
information about the most common signs, signals and road
markings you will see when driving. This chapter expands on
that basic knowledge by giving you the information you’ll need
to help you drive safely at intersections, use lanes correctly and
park legally.

Intersections are places where a number of road users cross
paths. There is often a lot of activity in intersections, so it’s
important to be alert. Remember that other road users may be in
a hurry, and may want to move into the same space that you are
planning on moving into.

Signalling
Signals are important — they let other traffic know what you are
intending to do. You should signal when preparing to:

« turn left or right

« change lanes

o park

« move toward, or away from, the side of the road

Types of intersections

Controlled intersections

A controlled intersection is one that has signs or traffic lights
telling you what to do. To drive safely in these intersections, you
need to know the meanings of the signals and signs, and also the
right-of-way rules. But always be cautious. Other drivers may not
be paying attention to the signs and signals.

Uncontrolled intersections

Uncontrolled intersections have no signs or traffic lights. They are
usually found in areas where there is not much traffic. However,
they can be dangerous places because drivers might not be
expecting cross traffic or pedestrians.

As you approach, slow down and look out for other road users.
Scan the intersection from left to right. If another vehicle has
arrived at the intersection before you, slow down and yield. If
two vehicles arrive at the same time, the vehicle on the left must
yield to the vehicle on the right.

Be careful when you want to turn left where other traffic
is approaching from the opposite direction. Yield to traffic
that is in or near the intersection. If you are approaching the
intersection intending to go straight through and a vehicle is
already in the intersection turning left, you should yield.

39



Developing Your RoadSense

Stopping at intersections

There are rules about where you position your vehicle when you
have to stop at an intersection.

Ty
I

-

€

4-1

Where there is a stop line, stop just Where there is a crosswalk but
before the line. no stop line, stop just before the
crosswalk.

4-3 4-4
Where there is an unmarked crosswalk, ~ Where there is no stop line, no

stop where you would if there were @ crosswalk and no sidewalk, stop just
marked crosswalk. before you enter the intersection.

40
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RoadS;nse Tip

Occasionally, traffic lights
stop working properly. The
lights can go out, or all four
lights can start flashing. Treat
the intersection like a four-
way stop if this happens.

It is illegal to back up into
an intersection or over a
crosswalk.

Right-of-way at intersections

Right-of-way rules determine who should yield when more than
one road user wants to move into the same space. It’s important
to know these rules because they keep traffic moving in an orderly
way. But remember that you can’t always count on the other
person to follow the rules. And even if you have the right-of-way,
it’s still your responsibility to do all you can to avoid a crash.

For information on right-of-way rules for crosswalks and railway
crossings, see Chapter 6, Sharing the Road.

Intersections controlled by traffic lights

Most people know who has the right-of-way at intersections
controlled by traffic lights, but they may not understand how to
correctly respond to these lights. Here are some pointers that will
help you stay safe at intersections:

Steady Red light — A red light means that you must come to a
complete stop. You must wait for the light to turn green in order
to go straight.

After you have stopped and made sure the intersection is clear of
all vehicles, cyclists and pedestrians, you may turn right or turn
left onto a one-way street. Watch for signs prohibiting you from
making these turns on a red light.

Steady Green light — Green means go only if the intersection is
clear, and it is safe to do so.

« Stale green light — A stale green light is one that has been
green for a long time, and is about to turn yellow. If you
didn’t see the light turn green, then it may be stale. Look
for additional clues. Are there a lot of cars lined up on the
cross street waiting for the light to change? In many areas,
the crosswalk signal will change from a white figure to an
orange hand just before the light turns yellow.

« Point of no return — As you approach a stale green
light - taking into consideration your speed, the road
conditions and the traffic behind you — decide on a point
where you will no longer be able to stop safely. This is
sometimes called the point of no return. When you reach
this point, keep on going even if the light changes to
yellow. You need to judge accurately so you won’t be in
the intersection when the light turns red.

« Fresh green light — A fresh green light is one that has just
turned green. Don’t move forward until you have scanned
the intersection to make sure it’s clear.

Steady Yellow light — Yellow means that the signal is about to
turn red. You must stop before entering the intersection unless
you cannot safely stop in time.

Sometimes drivers panic if they are in an intersection waiting
to make a left turn and the light turns yellow. In this situation,

remember that you are legally allowed to complete your turn.
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Developing Your RoadSense

What are the clues that tell you
the green light is stale?

However, watch carefully for other vehicles, especially oncoming
drivers trying to beat the red light.
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« Making a left turn on a steady green light — When you
are making a left turn, you must yield to oncoming traffic
and wait for a safe gap before you turn.

Flashing green light — Watch for pedestrians, who may activate
the pedestrian traffic light to change to yellow and then to red.
Even if the pedestrian traffic light is not activated, traffic on the
side street is facing a stop sign, and after stopping may move into
the intersection when it is clear and safe to do so.

Left-turn signals

Some intersections have turn signals with green arrows, or
designated lanes controlled by their own set of traffic lights, to
allow you to turn left. These are called protected turns. As long as
the green arrow is shown, you are protected from through traffic
— they are facing a red light.

Separate left signal - Some intersections have designated left-
turn lanes controlled by their own set of traffic lights. A green
arrow at the bottom of a separate set of traffic lights will tell you
when to turn left. Traffic in the straight-through and right-turn
lanes will be stopped by a red light on a different set of lights.

Once the green arrow has turned yellow, you must stop and wait
for the next green arrow before turning.

Left signal on regular traffic lights - Other intersections have
left-turn lanes that are not controlled by a separate set of traffic
lights. Here the advance green arrow is located on the bottom of
the regular traffic lights.

The flashing green arrow allows you to turn left. Through traffic
is facing a red light.

Once the green arrow has turned off, and only the regular green
traffic light is on, you may still turn left. However, you must yield
the right-of-way to pedestrians and oncoming traffic.

Sometimes these advance green arrows operate only during peak
traffic hours.
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These drivers arrived at this two-
way stop at the same time. The
driver of the blue car wants to
turn left. The driver of the yellow
car wants to go straight. Who
should yield?

RoadSe=nse Tip

If there is any doubt about
who has the right-of-way, or
if there is any chance of a
crash, it's always better to
yield the right-of-way to the
other person.

Flashing red lights - A flashing red light means that you must
come to a complete stop. After stopping, you may move into the
intersection when it is clear and safe to do so.

Intersections controlled by stop signs

A stop sign always means that you must come to a complete stop.
Once you have stopped, check the intersection carefully. Whether
you go or wait depends on the type of intersection and the other
traffic around you.

Two-way stops — If two streets intersect and only one of the
streets has stop signs, then the other street is a through street.
Traffic on the through street has the right-of-way. If you are
stopped at one of these types of intersections, wait until there is a
safe gap before going through or turning.

If two vehicles are stopped at a two-way stop and one of the
drivers wants to turn left, this driver must yield the right-of-way
to the other vehicle. The only exception is if the left-turning
vehicle is already in the intersection and has started to make the
turn. In this case, the other vehicle must yield.
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Four-way stops — When there are stop signs at all corners:

4-6

« The first vehicle to arrive at the intersection and come to
a complete stop should go first.

« If two vehicles arrive at the same time, the one on the
right should go first.

« If two vehicles are facing each other and have arrived at
the intersection at about the same time, the one making a
left turn must yield to the one going straight through.

Intersections controlled by yield signs

A yield sign means that you must let the traffic on the through
road have the right-of-way. You may enter the intersection
without stopping if there are no pedestrians, cyclists or vehicles
on the through road. However, you must slow down (and stop
if necessary) and wait for a safe gap if there is traffic on the

through road. 43
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This sign warns of a roundabout
ahead.

All vehicles must turn right to
enter a traffic circle and right
again to leave it. Drivers must
vield to vehicles that are already in
the traffic circle and to vehicles on
their right.
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Roundabouts and traffic circles

These are found in some areas to help ensure safe passage of traffic
through an intersection without necessarily stopping the flow of the
traffic. Roundabouts are generally larger than traffic circles, but both
work the same way. When using roundabouts or traffic circles:

« Slow down as you approach the circle.

« Yield to any traffic in the circle. If another vehicle arrives
at the traffic circle at the same time as you do, yield to the
vehicle if it’s on your right.

¢ Go around the traffic circle to the right (i.e., in a counter-
clockwise direction).

Traffic circles

Always slow down and prepare to yield when approaching a
traffic circle.

Roundahouts

Some roundabouts have more than one lane. Lane use signs and
markings may be displayed at the approaches to indicate where you
can go in each lane when you are in the roundabout. Make sure
you know where you want to go — and are in the proper lane to get
there — before you enter a roundabout. Do not change lanes in a
roundabout.

Signalling at a roundabout

Be courteous and signal your intentions as you approach and
drive through a roundabout.

« If you intend to turn right at a roundabout, signal
“right” while approaching and until you have exited the
roundabout.

« If you are going straight through a roundabout, no signal
is needed while approaching. However, signal “right”
before the exit you want to take.
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